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mills. The Hooghly is the westernmost of the important del
channels, consequently railways from the west have no extensr
waterways to cross. Hence it is Howrah, on the opposite sic
of the Hooghly, that is the terminus of railways from Dell
Bombay and Madras. Howrah was connected with Calcut
across the Hooghly by the famous ' bridge of boats ' of whi<
the central boats could be removed, now replaced by a new bridg
Dacca (138,518 in 1931) is the second largest city in tl
Deltas Region (if Howrah is considered a part of Calcutta
It is the centre for the rich agricultural regions of Eastern Beng;
or the New Delta. Unlike Calcutta, Dacca is an old capital <
Bengal and was an important city 300 years ago.
Outside Calcutta and Dacca there are really no big cities c
towns. Amongst the largest of the jute-mill or rice-mill towi
are Bhatpara, Titagarh and Serampore, all on the Hooghly abo\
Calcutta. Narayanganj and Madaripur are examples of collec
ing and distributing centres which act as clearing-houses for th
jute and rice. Jhalakati is one of the important towns of Easter
Bengal and the centre of the betel-nut trade. Sylhet, the chi<
town of the fertile Surma Valley of Assam, has only 21,00
people. In the western mining region, on the borders of th
Chota Nagpur Plateau and outside the Delta proper, Asansi
and Ramganj are the chief centres.
THE BRAHMAPUTRA OR ASSAM VALLEY
The Assam Valley, occupied by the middle course of th
Brahmaputra, is very different from the broad alluvial plain
of the Ganges. The valley, from its western end where it merge
into the plains of Bengal to the eastern end where it is close
round by mountains, is about 500 miles long, but has an averag
breadth of only about 50 miles. The river itself is broad, i
divides and reunites again many times. On either side ther
is often a waste marshy belt, but a little distance from the rive
the flat alluvial lands are given over to rice-growing. Pak
trees and villages are dotted about amongst the paddy fields
further away from the river are found the gentle slopes covere<
with tea gardens.
Most of the Assam Valley has a rainfall of over 80 inches
but the centre, lying in the lee of the Garo, Khasi and Jaiuti
Hills, is somewhat drier. Although colder in winter than th
Deltas, owing to its more northerly position, cloudy skies ten<
to temper the heat of the hot season. Winter fogs are common
Population, The population density is only about 150 t<
the square mile, compared with 500 and over in the Deltas an<